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Culture in Gothenburg

Sweden’s national symphony orchestra, one of the finest collections of Nordic art, a designmuseum with new focus at fashion, exciting culture festivals and a vibrant music scene. There is much to experience in Gothenburg. 

Götaplatsen on top of the main boulevard Avenyn is the culture centre: The Gothenburg Museum of Art (Konstmuseet) houses works by nearly all the old masters, but mainly shows Nordic art by artists such as Ernst Josephson, P S Krøyer, Anders Zorn, Carl Larsson, Edvard Munch and Lena Cronqvist. There are also photo exhibitions at the Hasselblad Center for Photographic Art, same entrance. Gothenburg Concert Hall (Konserthuset) is one of the largest monuments to Nordic functionalism, famous for its brilliant acoustics. Sweden’s national symphony orchestra, the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra, is based here. With its 109 musicians it performs a good 90 concerts a year in the Concert Hall. Gothenburg Art Hall shows national and international contemporary art and is free of charge. Here is also the City Theatre and the City Library. 

Only a five minute walk from Götaplatsen to Korsvägen, is Universeum Science Discovery Centre, with everything from sharks and rain forests to exciting experiments. The Museum of World Culture (Världskulturmuseet) hosts varied, thematic exhibitions reflecting the concept of world culture in its five different galleries. The Swedish Exhibition and Congress Centre (Svenska Mässan) is the venue for the annual Gothenburg Book Fair (Bok & Bibliotek), the Nordic countries’ largest meeting place for the book and library industry.

The Röhsska Museum, on Vasagatan corner of Avenyn, is the national museum of fashion, design and decorative arts. There are many contemporary exhibitions and the permanent collections include the history of design, Gothenburg City Museum (Göteborgs Stadsmuseum) is one of the country’s great cultural-history museums. See the Viking ship or the history of industry and theatre. Gothenburg Opera House (Göteborgsoperan) is one of the world’s most modern opera houses. Top-quality opera, dance, musicals and operettas.

Järntorget in the Linné district is another central area with several culture scenes. Pustervik is Gothenburg’s special guest stage at with clubs, theatre, bar and café. The nearby Nefertiti on Hvidfeldtsplatsen 6 is a pleasant blues and jazz club. 

Konstepidemin, which lies above Linnéplatsen, is another art project with over 100 studios for practising artists. Galleries and restaurants in a large park that used to be the location of an epidemic hospital.

The Röda Sten culture project is also well worth a visit. It tempts you with exciting art exhibitions in a former industrial boiler under the Älvsborg bridge at the harbour entrance. Hop on the harbour ferry Älvsnabben to get there from the city centre.


Culture festivals:

Gothenburg Film Festival is currently the Nordic countries’ largest public film festival. Every year, from the end of January to the beginning of February, around 450 films are shown to  120,000 or so visitors. About 40 film-related seminars are also held. 

Gothenburg Dance & Theatre Festival (Göteborg Dans och Teater Festival) is held every other year, at the end of August, and is Sweden’s only festival for international, modern dramatic art.

Gothenburg Culture Festival (Göteborgs kulturkalas) is an annual large scale celebration in the city centre in mid August. The festival offers a vibrant mix of culture and music with free admission to all festival venues. 

The Culture Night (Kulturnatta) in October, is not a festival, but well worth a visit. This is when almost all of the cultural institutions bid you welcome.
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