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Gothenburg – city by the sea

If you climb any sizeable hill in Gothenburg, you will immediately realize what the city is all about. The wide, mighty river flows right through the centre, opening out into the sea beyond. The sea has always dominated the city – and its cuisine, trade, industry, leisure and recreation. The maritime influence is never far away in Sweden’s second city.

The archipelago can be reached by taking a tram to Saltholmen ferry terminal. Using the same ticket you can then travel on to Brännö, Vrångö, Vargö or one of the other inhabited islands in the city’s archipelago. 
Maritiman ship museum is located at Packhuskajen. The floating ship museum’s display includes the Nordkaparen submarine, the destroyer Småland and the Fladen lightship.

The Maritime Museum describes Swedish maritime history with exhibitions reflecting commerce, fishing and the shipbuilding industry. Situated on Karl Johansgatan at Stigbergstorget. Tram 3, 9 or 11.

Älvsborg Fortress and Vinga, the island where the poet and composer Evert Taube was born, are accessible by archipelago tours in the summer. Depart from Lilla Bommen.

Paddan canal boats, specially built to pass under the low bridges, offer popular sightseeing tours of Gothenburg’s waterways. Depart from Kungsportsbron, May to September.

Gothenburg Opera House (Göteborgsoperan) has many associations with boats and water, not only because of its location next to Lilla Bommen marina, but also through its architecture.

Feskekörkan fish market hall is so called because of its distinctive architecture. Feskekörkan = ‘Fish Church’. A must for lovers of fish and seafood, this market hall by Rosenlundskanalen is open Tuesday to Saturday. 

The Fish Auction at the Fish harbour is held early every morning Tuesday to Friday. Tram 3, 9 or 11 to Stigbergstorget.

Barken Viking is both a hotel and a restaurant. The four-masted barque is moored by the Lilla Bommen marina, and in summer there is a popular bar on deck.

Universeum Science Discovery Centre, has the biggest aquarium in the country. Visitors can follow the passage of water through the Swedish landscape. Tram 4, 6, 8, 13 or 14 to Korsvägen.

The Natural History Museum is Gothenburg’s oldest museum, and exhibits include the world’s only stuffed blue whale. Tram 1 or 6 to Linnéplatsen. 

The Kallbadhuset baths on Saltholmen offer the chance to swim in the nude. Separate men’s and women’s sections. Tram 11.

The Port of Gothenburg is the largest port in Scandinavia, handling around a third of Sweden’s international trade.

In the Älvstranden district on both banks of the river, former shipyard sites are being redeveloped for housing, university buildings and businesses. Much of the development on the north bank is already complete, including a 1 km waterfront walk. 

To see the harbour, take the Älvsnabben harbour ferry from Lilla Bommen and enjoy the fine views from the top deck. Klippan culture area with Röda Sten is a popular meeting place at the harbour entrance. 

Gothenburg’s cuisine reflects the city’s proximity to the sea and the ready supply of first-class ingredients. Fish and seafood are prominent among the chefs’ specialities.
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